EMERALD COAST VIZSLA CLUB
HUNTING DOG STAKES
Rules and Guidelines

Defined:
The Hunting Dog Stake is a non-regular field event that is designed to award those dogs that demonstrate proficiency as “hunting dogs.”  Specifically, the stake is designed to focus on dogs that have completed their JH title and are working towards the SH title and/or dogs that need a chance to compete and obtain fieldwork to both improve their hunting skills and to showcase their existing talents.
These stakes are different from formal AKC Hunt Tests and Field Trials in that there is greater focus on a dog’s performance in actual hunting conditions.  For example, it is not essential that a dog stay steady to wing or shot or display a stylish point.  There will be placement ribbons of first through fourth at each event.  It is more important that the first place dog be the companion that the judges would most like to hunt with that day.  Hunting Dog Stakes may be held at any ECVC event, including, but not limited to Field Trials, Hunt Tests and Fun Days.
Hunting Dog Secretary:
A Hunting Dog Secretary will be designated for each event.  The Secretary is responsible for accepting entries with payment, tracking the number of dogs running in the stake, organizing braces and running orders, and ensuring that the course is properly planted with birds.  The Secretary will announce the placements/awarding of ribbons at the end of each day. 
Eligibility:
1) Any dog that is eligible to compete in licensed AKC Field Trials or Hunt Tests is eligible to run in Hunting Dog Stakes.
2) No dog is eligible for placements in a stake if:
· Has completed a Senior Hunter or Master Hunter title,
· Has placed 1st in a broke Gun Dog Stake,
· Is being handled by a professional handler, or
· Is owned or handled by one of the Judges in the same stake.
3) Bitches in season may NOT run in Hunting Dog Stakes.
Pairings and Running Orders:
1) It is highly encouraged to pair a more experienced, broke dog with a greener brace mate to achieve a more controllable environment.
2) The stake Secretary or the Judges/Gunners reserve the right to rearrange braces and/or running order, either to achieve the scenario described in #1 above or to assist the efficient running of the stake.
3) Each placement-eligible dog is required to run with a brace mate.
4) Handlers requests related to what they specifically are working on with their dogs will be accommodated to the best of the Secretary and/or Judges/Gunners’ ability.



Running and Handling:

1) Each brace should last at least 15 minutes.
2) Check cords, collaring of dogs and other training tools may be used with the exception of 
e-collars, which are NOT permitted.
Ribbons and Placements:
1) Placements will be made at the end of each day and ribbons will be awarded for Placements 1-4.
Standards of Performance:
The general guideline provided to the Judges of Hunting Dog Stakes is simple:  choose the dog that you would most like to hunt with that day.  Each dog is to be judged based on its actual performance and its potential as a worthy hunting companion.  
The following qualities should be considered when judging:
· Potential: Most of these dogs are still being trained, so a finished performance is not expected or required.  Evaluate what you see and consider which dogs have the most potential to be the best hunting dogs.
· Trainability, Responsiveness: does the dog obey its handler?
· Running Style: Does the dog work the grounds intelligently and thoroughly, seeking out cover and objectives?
· Pointing:  Does the dog have a nice, staunch point?
· Retrieving: Considering these are not broke, fully trained dogs, does the dog make a reasonable attempt at a retrieve?  (The bird should be retrieved at least ½ the distance to the handler.)
· Steadiness:  Steadiness to wing and shot is NOT required, but any degree of steadiness exhibited by the dog should be evaluated and graded accordingly.  Backing should be considered in the same regard, nice, but not required.  Generally speaking, a dog should not interfere with the gunner’s opportunity to shoot the bird; the use of a check cord is a perfectly acceptable way to accomplish this since, again, the competing dogs are generally not broke.
· The Gunners will not shoot a bird if it is an unsafe situation for either dog(s) or individuals.  Handlers and gallery spectators MUST wear orange.
· Ability to find game:  Number of birds is an important factor and should be noted by the Judges/Gunners, 
[bookmark: _GoBack]but it should NOT be the sole means of determining placements.
The single, best run of each dog should be used when determining placements for each day/stake.
Judging:
Judges typically are the official Gunners of the AKC event that is being held by the Club.  They should be active hunters who know what makes a good hunting dog.
There can be 2-4 Judges appointed; 2 primary Judges and 2 additional Judges.  Either one of the two primary Judges should be present for every brace and determining placements. Judging an entire stake can be tiresome.  By allowing the Judges to alternate, this will allow them to rest during the stake.


